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Abstract: Qur’an is the Divine word revealed to the Prophet of Islam and during fourteen centuries, it has
been under the focus of the scholars and thinkers.The question raised is whether Qur’an can be a miracle?
What is the thinkers' perspective? Thus in the present research, through analytical and descriptive method, we
have dealt with Allameh Tabatabaee's perspective as an interpreter and scholar ofQur’an, answering this
question and we've achieved the following results.In AllamehTabatabaee's view, the Quranic words and
expressions are exactly revealed by the Almighty, in addition in terms of the content, they contain miracle, too.
As Allameh assumes, the verses recalling others in the challenge to produce the kind of the Qur’an, the verses
implying eloguent miracle, the miracle of Qur’an from the direction of the bearer,scientific miracle, the miracle
of the invisible news, the miracle of Qur’an from being protected against difference and other verses, all
indicate that Qur anincluded words and expressions are exactly revealed by The Master.
In Allameh's mind, the presence of the Qur’anic words and expressions has caused Qur’an to be a miracle from
different dimensions. This paper can provide a novel horizon on the miracle of Qur’an forQur’anic science
researchers. The study results and findings are of significance for Qur’an scholars.
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I. Introduction
Qur’an is the word of God revealed by the divine angel letter by letter and word by word to the Prophet

p.b.uh). Q17:9

ejﬁj 2 Al g Ole el 138 ) )

oaiall alae 52 5 53 5 WU Gl 18" Verily, this holy Qur’an does guide man to the most Upright Religion”. Q2: 138
"This [Holy Qur’an] is a statement for mankind [in general] and a guidance and admonition for the pious, [in
particular]”.Though, the HolyQur’anhas been revealed in Arabic language. "For two reasons”, it has drawn Arab
orators'and lecturers'attention:
1.The excellent style and the order governing the Quranic verses2.Highly distinctive and illustrious meanings
Th etremendous and impressive effect of Qur’an has been so that even Early Islam Arab scholars and orators
dealt with adopting and guaranteeing Quranic verses in their writing and speech and adorned their speech with
it.It is not unknown to the researchers that in case of studying the verse and prose texts belonging to early Islam
and post-Islam, they can dive in the immeasurable ocean of Qur’an. They will perceive this Holy tradition more
(Majlesi,19-89) and Walid Ibn Maghreyeh when listeningils e 4l Juai€ 23S jils e o) 3l Junideeply as saying:
t0Q41:13 ) )
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Being recited by the Prophet (p.b.u.h) underdramatic emotions and said to his companions: the words
that | heard from Muhammad (p.b.u.h) are inimical to human speech, and they are orphic and delightful, neither
similar to poetry norprose (Ghasempour,2010,12).The miracle of the Qur’an is precisely remarkable
throughthispassage. Qur’an is an immortal, evident, universal and spiritual miracle independent from time and
place and exceeding these two.

The miracle of the Qur’an during 14 centuries of age has constantly been under the scope of the
scholars .The Quranic scholars have looked at the miracle from diverse dimensions, from the Qur’an elogquence,
rhetoric and prophecies and information of the unseento the order and integrity governing the divine verses and
also the scientific miracle that in particular attracted the 14™ century scholars that have to be added to this list of
research and study. The subject termed Miracle has always been focused by the scholars throughout these 14
centuries. This issue generally denotes this central point that throughout human history, no book has been
focused as much as Qur’an .The Shiite scholars from Sheikh Koleini and Sheikh Sadoogh to the 14™ century
great figure, i.e., AllamehTabatabaee, each of whom with the goal to explain the luminous rules, have made
valuable efforts so that todaywe are provided with Shiite school in trust. In the science of speech, commentary,
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jurisprudence, principles and ..., they've supplied invaluable works and considering Qur’an and its greatness,
they have stated important perspectives including the discussions as "the Miracle of Qur’an".

Discussing and surveyingall Shiitescholars’ views in this field are beyond the scope of this article,
thuswe solely investigate the honorable interpreter and the owner of Al-Mizan, AllamehTabatabaee. It is critical
to state the concept of miracle in advance.

I1. The Literal And Technical Concept Of Miracle

Miracle is derived from Ajz or powerlessness that means inability.RaghibEsfahani stated about Ajz in
this manner: the origin of this wordis to hesitate and delay something whose achievement and perception at the
time of disability is taken as postponing or disabling (Raghib Esfahani, 2008, 322).

Miracle is a literal and verbal term for expressing the unique character of the Qur’an. This term has not been
applied in the Qur’an but its present synonym is and its derivatives have been used 16 times in Qur’an.
Jalaleddin Siouti in aterminology based definitionof miracle expressed:

"Miracle is an extraordinary affair, prone to challenge and immune against interference "(Al-Ataghan, 1418 AH,
4-4).

Khajeh Nasir al-Din Toosi defined miracle this way: the method to recognize the Prophet and the truth
behind his speech is the miracle revealed by his hand”(Tajrid Al-Eteghad, 1399 AH, 327). In Muhammad Javad
Belaghi's view, miracle is an extraordinary action and beyond human power and learning rules, prophecy
claimer brings it thanks to the Divine will and desire as the sign of the truth of the Prophet's words and theproof
to his claim Q55: 3. AllamehTabatabaee (1981), the great Shiite interpreter of Qur’an and the noted philosopher,
the owner of works such as Qur’an in Islam, Revelation or the Mysterious Perception of the Miracle of the
Qur’an in QuranicDomains,addressed the discussion of Miracle in Qur’an and also the miracle of Qur’an itself
in the honored commentary the Almizan.Allameh stated:in the material worldfor the events of materialists, there
are causes and means of materiality that the realization of every event depends on their being realized and no
violation is involved, whether we want or not (Tabatabaee, 1983, p.14).

Every normal effect requires a normal cause, but we cannot guarantee that the normal cause is the
very same thing we recognize as normal causes.AllamehTabatabaee in TafsirAlmizan reiterated that: like other
extraordinary affairs, Miracle is done by normal and ordinary means; though,some of these means are unknown
and latent (Tabatabaee, 1391, vol.1, p.82).

I11. Verses Challenging
Allameh Tabatabaee proposed the miracle of Qur’an in the verses 23 and 24 of Al-Bagarah surah and
believes that the verses of challenge indicate the miracle of Qur’an and the challenge of Qur’an is generic and
_ inclusive and involves all its dimensions such as challenging this Holy verse: Q17: 88
iy &40 Y oz o8 13 Jiay 180 o le Gall 5 Gl cadidl o 8
"Say, [O Messenger], if all mankind Jinns should get together to produce the kind of this Qur’an, they could not
produce its like, though they receive assistance from one anther ".

Allameh said: if challenge were merely in its rhetoric and linguistic style, its addressing inclusion scope
would not exceed certain Arabs while the mentioned verse addressed all mankind and Jinns and thus it is vivid that the
miracle of Qur’an is not only in terms of linguistic style and also if a special quality except rhetoric were challenged
by Qur’an, Qur’an would address a special group while the challenge is generic and for all.

The generality of challenge address denotes that the Master has invited all to produce the kind of this Qur’an,
thusQur’an is miracle for all and belongs to no particular group (Tabatabaee, 1391Ah, 1-59).

About the Miracle of Qur’an

Thus Qur’an ismiracle in eloquence and fluency for the most eloquent andfluent individuals and for the wise
in its wisdoms and for the scholarsin scientific issues and for the social scientist in social matters and for the law
makers in rules and regulations and for the policy makers in policy and for the rulers in ruling and for all the mortals
in those truths they have no way to discover such as the unseen principles and the cases man gets confused when
trying to identify (ibid, 1-60)

He added:"Qur’an is all miracles, even the smallest surah like Al-Kouthar and Al-Asr.
In addition, the challenge does not only cover Qur’an eloquence and fluency, rather it encompasses all dimensions
including exalted and immense learnings, decent moral, revealed principles , prophecies and information of the
unseen and scientific miracles ,all and all are challenged by Qur’an.(ibid,60).
In Allameh's mind, all challenging verses are a sort of reasoning for Qur’an being a miracle and its revelation by the
Lord, though it differs in general and in particular. Some of them have challenged all Qur’an, some 10 surahs and
some others one surah. The Glorious Qur’anannounces and establishes its being the utterance of God with the
challenging versest and introduces Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h) as the messenger and Prophet of Allahand this way,
the Prophetic document of the Prophet is presented and based on this, many times in the Word of Allah, the Most
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Generous Prophet is commanded to prove his prophecy by the testimony of Allah, that is, referring to his
prophecysupported by theHoly Qur’an Q13: 43:

oK 5 A s Al K O
"Say: sufficient as witness between me and you is Allah and also witnessing of those who have knowledge of the
Book'(Tabatabaee, 1373, 17).

Tabatabaee assumes that three principles make up the columns of miracle.

1-3: General causation law in the events of the world, whether usual or unusual events rule irrefutably.

2-3: In miracle, as one of the supernatural events the souls of the prophets, that is, their will is involved.

3-3: The will of the miracle bearer relies on the unconquerable will and desire of the Almighty and Glorious
(Tabatabaee, 1387, p.262).

IVV. TheQur’anRhetoric Miracle:

At the time of the Prophet (p.b.u.h),a renowned technique and the magnificent art was solely summarized in
the rhetoric and fluentspeech and the renowned poets exposed their poetry in the forums, circlesand communities to
Arab eloguent and fluent individuals' vision and hearing .

It is surprising that Quranicutterances do not arise from the same alphabets which were accessible to all and are at
hand now, but neither in the past nor in future, nobody could produce a surah similar to the smallest one combining
the same utterances and letters.

This aspect of the miracle of Qur’anis almost agreed by allprominentQur’an scholars and most of them have
stipulated this aspect of the miracle of Qur’an(Tabatabaee, 1391 Ah, 1-58).

AllamehTabatabaeestated:One of the miracle's dimensions the Glorious Qur’anchallenged human is by this saying
that:" if you doubt this book being Heavenly, produce one of these kinds". The question is the eloquence of Qur’an.In
this respect, Q11: 13-14:

u.\aal..a(,.\.\sulam\uﬁw(,.u.k.mw\}cn\}u\_‘)mdu)}u).w\yudsb\).\s\u}l)me\
Gsalias 4 \d@ﬁﬁ‘}!\d\yu\}d\?lud}\\.m\\}dsueﬁ\ Y

Or they say: Mohammad has forged it."[Say, O Messenger ]: Bring you then ten forged Surahs like to it and
call to your aid whomsoever you can other than Allah, if you speak truly . "And if they did not answer your call, then
know that it has emerged from Allah's Divine Knowledge and that there is no God butAllah. [Say to the
disbelievers]:"will you now submit to Allah's Will?" Besides, the verses 38-39 of Yunus surah have challenged for
eloguence and order. Sincethe only benefit the Arab of that period enjoyed out of science and culture was the
veryissue known as rhetoric and eloquence (Tabatabaee, ibid, 1-68).Against Arab speakers and linguists ,Qur’an has
challenged and taken their very failure to produce the kind of this Qur’anthe reason behind the Qur’an words and
statements and meaning as Divine . Following the 13-14 verses 0f Hud surah literally responding those considering
the Quranic words and statements, Allamehstated: the context of Qur’an could not be from the Prophet (p.b.u.h), since
if were so, considering theProphet (p.b.u.h) as the most eloquent and fluent human being, maybe others would make
efforts for creating the speech similar toQur’an andcould produce some identical verses. Though they unable to
produce the kind thoroughly similar to Qur’an. Thus the failure of the audience to answer Qur’an challenging and
bringing one or more statements such as Qur’an small surahs confirms that nobody even the Prophet is not capable to
utter such words without depending on the Divine Revelation (ibid,10-171). 5-The Miracle of Qur’an in Terms of the

Bearer:
In interpreting the verses related to this issue, Allameh expressed this way:
Responding those demanding the Prophet to produce the kind of this Qur’an or change the Divine Utterance, the
Glorious Q10: 15 )
S oasi V) Al O ol a8 e 411 G A G
"Say [O, Messenger]: it is not allowed for me to change it of my own accord,; | only follow what is revealed to me".
The meaning of this verse regarding its context is that the command for the revelation of the Qur’anis the Divine
providence not my desire. | am only the Messenger of God.If Allah had not wanted to send another kind of the Qur’an
and had not wanted this Qur’an, | would not havechanted it for you and God would not have made you aware of
it. Ahead of the revelation of this Book, I had lived a long life with you but you did not see any sign of the Divine
Revelation in my speech; if these utterances had been of my own and created by me, | would have tried before and its
effects would have been revealed before. Therefore, | am merelythe Divine providence (ibid, 29).

6-Scientific Miracle

Qur anby means of the Hon verses Q16: 89
et O U e el W

"We revealed this Holy Book to you explaining everything" Q6: 59
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"Nor anything wet or dry but [it is recorded] in the expositoring Book of Truth".
Also other verses have challenged science and knowledge because everyone contemplating the great teachings of
Islam, whether the generalities stated by Qur’an or the details expressed by the Prophet, referring to the Holy verse.
59: 7
S\Lj\ A A ) 1685 ) 5636 Al a81EE g 5 5048 (5L 5D A0 L
"So, take what your Messenger gives you and whatever he forbids youabstains from it and fears from the
disobedience of Allah's Commands; verily,Allah is the Severe Forbidding "
Al philosophical and ethical material, religious, political and social laws and everything else human beings require at
the stage of action not only the Qur’an refutes them but it also denies the smallest issues and it is strange that all its
teachings have been based on the innate disposition and the origin of the Unity(Tabatabaee,1391Ah,1-62).
Responding this question if somebody asks:
"Today, the social science scientists assume that social laws need to transform due to the society getting developed
and transformed and it is out of place for such laws to remain fixed".
Allameh stated: The Heavenly laws of Qur’an fundamentallydiffer from those of human and that is the Divine laws
have been built based on instinctive Unity and excellent ethics and are always fixed. Whilehuman law makers'say
laws which are not based onspirituality and monotheismwill naturally undergo transformation due to the society
transforming (ibid, 63).
In many verses, Qur’ancalls all to contemplate in the verses of heaven and stars and strange differences occurring in
their conditions and the firm system governing them (Tabatabaee, 1373 Ah, p.20).
As an example, the verses mentioned by Allameh as being scientific follow:
6-1:The relationship between mountains and earthquakes (Lugman, 10) (Tabatabaee, 1391, vol.16, p.331)
6-2: The science of finger-tips (Al-Qiyamat, 4) (ibid,vol.29, p.308)
6-3:The Gravity of the earth (Al-Asraa, 95)(ibid, vol.13, p.348)
6-4:Weight influencing plant growth (An-Hijr, 19)(ibid, vol.12, p.211).
6-5: Genesis of rain (Al-Hijr, 19)(ibid, vol.12, p.211).
6-6:Inoculation by winds (Al-Hijr, 53) (ibid).
6-7:Coupling of plants (Ta-Ha, 53) (ibid, vol.14, p.360).
6-8:Movement of the sun (Ya-Sin, 38) (ibid, vol.7, p.139).
These are the samples of the versesAllamehTabatabaeeproposedasQur’an scientific miracle in the interpretation
Almizan, which were presented by Allah 1400 years ago and today human science has reached it through
progress.

9-The Prophecies and Information of the Unseen Miracle:
Allameh Tabatabaee considered the miracle of "the UnseenProphecies and Information™ another dimension of
the miracle of Qur’an and stated:
In many verses, God has challenged for His Unseen Prophecies and Informationand announced it to others that
if they doubt this Book being Divine, produce the kind of the Qur’an including the Unseen Prophecies and
Information, like the following Holy verse Q11: 49

I35 (38 cpn a5 Y 5 ool (gl ke 1) Wgam 5 il oLl (e il
"[O, Messenger], this is of the news of the Unseen which is revealed to you neither you nor your people knew
them before this, so be patient; surely, the Good End is for the pious".
And also other verses informing us about the previous prophets and their nations'stories and about future and
orillustrating the great events of the world of Islam after the descent of revelation(ibid,64).

10-The Miracle of Qur’an, Protected against Difference
Of the Quranic challenges is that despite its knowledge extent and scope and its contents, you cannot discover
difference and contradiction.
Referring to this Holy verse, AllamehTabatabaee stated Q4: 82
148 BSER) 48 1 aa 5l 0 e i Goa OIS 51 5 Ol S8 &5 50 S

"Do they not ponder about the Qur’an? Had it been from other than Allah, surely they would have found
therein so many contradictions . Emphasizing that the life of the world, material life and the ruling law in it is the law
of evolution and development, no creature belongs to the creatures ofthis world, unless undergoing evolution and
transformation, such as human, his actions and works formed with the help of his thoughts and mentality and each of

us finds ourselves more perfect than before.

On the one hand, Qur’an was gradually revealed: some verses were revealed inMecca and some other in Medina but
under various circumstances, despite this not even the smallest difference is observed in its content and the material's
ordering, rather some verses interpret some other verses and if it originated from someone other than God, its words'
order undergoes transformation in terms of goodness and discretion and its meaning would be variable in terms of
validity and perfection (ibid, 66).
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In addition to the miracle in expression, Qur’an is a miracle in terms of content we will focus on.
11-Miracle in the Quranic Content Dimension: Undoubtedly, what plays a more significant role in the immortality
of the Qur’an accompanied with the miracle of Qur’an in expression is the miracle in the content domain whose

recognition requires  further  thinking and reflection, let's look at  some cases:
11-1:Coordination with the Common Nature of Human
Beings

Humans enjoying natural nature have united their homogeneous instincts in the motivation of diverse
movements, and different mental and physical requirements. In this respect, the Glorious Qur’an stated Q30: 30
Osalag ¥ }S\uﬁjeﬂ\wﬂ\gﬂd:&\uﬁ&mywUALJ\‘)JQSGJ\M\ Eaohad aa ol gl 5 adls
"Allah has originality created the nature of man's soul with full tendency and love and nothing can change".
Of the basic features of the Qur’an making it exclusive out of all is coordination with human divine nature and
responding his needs and questions in all ages and places.
11-2:Realism and Moderation:

The art of the Qur’an is in thisfact that via a realistic attitude to human existence reality and his destiny,
itorganizes the preliminary regular, moderate, excellent and final classification so that all its intrinsic talents are
nurtured and its origins are met in a moderate and coordinated manner (Saeedi Roshan, 122).
11-3:Perfection against Difference and Contradiction: Of the material world and nature necessities is transformation
and evolution. All the creatures of this universe have gradual existence andin their essence, they always move from
weakness to strength and from imperfection to perfection.Man is also constantly transforming and evolving in his
thoughts and works. Though during 23 years under different conditions and states (travelling and residing at home,
Mecca and Medina, war and peace and hardship and ease), Qur’an was revealed in order to express the Divine
teaching and to teach the descent ethics and to state the revealed religious laws, there is not even the smallest
difference and contradiction in its verses and elements (Tabatabaee, 1393, 1-66
11-4:Criterion for Recognizing the Right and Wrong
The HonQur an states Q25 1

136 palall & &l e (e G580 O X
"The Absolute Source of blessings is the One who sent down Forgan upon His exclusive and devoted
worshipper [Mohammad S.A]. So that he be a warning expositor by teaching it to all mankind throughout the world".
Manifest mobinand the Criterionforghanare two descriptions expressing the apex of the greatness of Qur’an to the
world forever and manifested as a spark of the Divine blessing and mercy in the Great Qur’an and thanks to this
Book, the reality and truth of the false face and wrong-like right is revealed at any time, especially the contemporary
complex era(Tabatabaee, 1391, 15-174).
V. Conclusion

In AllamehTabatabaee's mind, whole Qur’an are the words and statements revealed by the Most High and
includes miracle, the miracle in the eloquence and fluency, in being challenged, in terms of the bearer, the scientific
issues, perfection against difference and other verses, indicates that the HolyQur’an was revealed by Allah and is of
the Divine miracles .Through its miracle, Qur’an has built the most stable literary rules' elements so that everybody
familiar with rhetoric fails against its greatness and grandeur .Thus in order to recognize the meanings of Qur’an and
the marvelous geometry of its high teachings ,it is critical not to use the loose and subordinate rules not befitting for
the decent literary column. In addition to Quranicmiracle in expression, it is miracle in terms of content, too and
accompanied with Quranic miracle in expression, Allameh assumes the content miracle of Qur’an, too.
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